
Intensive language courses for eligible school-age students
who move to Victoria from different countries. Secondary
school students with existing English language skills can enter
school directly if meeting English language requirements.

ENG

Technical and Further Education (TAFE) institutes and
Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) deliver
vocational education and training (VET) courses, which
focus on practical experience in preparation for
employment. TAFE is a government-run system. RTOs can
be TAFEs, private training providers, adult and community
education providers or secondary colleges and schools.

Qualifies individuals in
advanced technical
skills and knowledge.
It can lead to a highly
skilled job and can be
a pathway to a
university course.
Diplomas are 1-2 years
of FT study. Advanced
Diplomas are 1.5-2
years.

Everyone must
attend and
complete 7 years
of primary
school from Prep
to Year 6.

PRIMARY SCHOOL
5-12  YEAR OLDS

Everyone must
attend and complete
at least 4 years of
secondary school
from Year 7-10.

SECONDARY
SCHOOL
13-16  YEAR OLDS

Education is compulsory
until age 17. Students in
Year 11 and 12 can complete
secondary school or
vocational education.

SENIOR SECONDARY
SCHOOL
16+  YEAR OLDS

VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION

CERTIFICATES
I TO IV

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CENTRES AND SCHOOLS

A MAP OF THE VICTORIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM

English language study for eligible
migrants and humanitarian entrants with
low English levels and who are over 18
years old. 

ADULT MIGRANT ENGLISH PROGRAM

ENG 18+

TAFE AND RTOs
Offers a range of
different levels of
studies, courses and
degrees to equip
individuals with skills
and knowledge for
careers or further
study.

UNIVERSITY

A foundation secondary
course designed for a
small number Year 11 and
12 students who are not
able to undertake VCE. It
prepares students for the
VCE, VCE Vocational
Major, or entry level VET
and employment through
a more accessible level of
delivery. The time to start
and complete VPC is
flexible.

VCE PATHWAYS
CERTIFICATE (VPC)

Students study
literacy, numeracy,
work related skills and
personal development
skills. They complete at
least 180 hours of VET.
Students have
pathways into
apprenticeships,
traineeship, further
education and training
and employment. 2
years FT for students in
Years 11 and 12.

VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR

Students select subjects
and complete their
secondary education.
VCE is recognised
internationally and
prepares students to
continue study at
university, TAFE or
another VET provider. 2/3
years FT for students in
Years 11 and 12.

VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE
OF EDUCATION

A nationally
recognised
qualification that
provides an
introduction to
industry specific
knowledge and
skills. Courses
vary from 6
months to 2
years of FT study.

DIPLOMA/                   
 ADVANCED DIPLOMA

Qualifies individuals who
apply a broad body of
knowledge to undertake
professional work and as
a pathway for further
learning. Entry requires
completion of secondary
school certificate or
overseas equivalent, or a
diploma/advanced
diploma. 3-4 years of FT
study or 6-8 years PT.

BACHELOR DEGREE

A limited number of schools in Victoria offer the Diploma Programme for students
aged 16 to 19. Students complete core studies and choose subjects from six
separate groups for the qualification. The diploma is recognised domestically and
internationally, enabling students to study at Australian universities and overseas. 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
Graduate Certificate: 0.5 to 1 year FT study 
Graduate Diplomas: 1-2 years FT study
Honours Degree: 1 year FT study
Masters Degree: 1-2 years FT study
Doctoral Degree: 3-4 years FT study

FURTHER STUDY OPTIONS (after completion of a Bachelor Degree) FT =
Full
Time
PT =
Part
Time



A MAP OF THE VICTORIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Centrelink - 

Scholarships - 

Higher Education Loan Program (HELP) or FEE-HELP loans - 

financial payments can be received while studying, training or completing an Australian Apprenticeship. Youth Allowance

sometimes offered by places of study to help with the cost of study, travel, books and housing.

available to Australian citizens or permanent residents to help
pay for university, TAFE and RTO courses.. Visit https://www.studyassist.gov.au 

Austudy and ABSTUDY are available through Centrelink. Visit https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au

MY EDUCATION

Learning Beyond the Bell (LBB)

Refugee Education Support Program (RESP)

CMY’s MY Education program provides resources and support crucial to the success
of primary and secondary students’ learning. MY Education delivers two key
programs that support schools and community organisations to work with
multicultural students.

Across Victoria, (LBB) supports over 365 Out-of-School-Hours Learning Support
Programs or OSHLSPs. These programs provide tuition and learning support to
thousands of children and young people, including many from migrant and refugee
backgrounds. To assist organisations with delivery of high quality and sustainable
programs, LBB provides a range of support, training and resources for OSHLSP
coordinators and volunteers.

RESP improves the educational outcomes of students from migrant and refugee
backgrounds. It is a two-year program aimed at assisting schools to identify and
implement strategies which have a positive impact on the achievement,
engagement, and wellbeing outcomes of students from refugee backgrounds and
their families.

RESP is a partnership between CMY, Foundation House and the Department of
Education, delivered in collaboration with Catholic Education Commission of Victoria
and the Association of Independent Schools Victoria.

CMY’s MY Education program is generously supported by the Victorian Government.

CENTRE FOR MULTICULTURAL YOUTH
T: (03) 9340 3700
W: cmy.net.au
E: myeducation@cmy.net.au

FURTHER HELP
Department of Education 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au 

Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au 

Victorian Skills Gateway
https://www.skills.vic.gov.au 

Career Development Association of Australia
https://www.cdaa.org.au 

https://www.studyassist.gov.au/
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
https://www.skills.vic.gov.au/
https://www.cdaa.org.au/

